
An Open Letter

Honorable Members of the City and Borough Assembly

I hand delivered a message to the City Attorney and to the Office of the
Manager to forward to the Members of the City and Borough of Juneau
Assembly. It was a letter of warning that any Public Official that adopts
“Ordnances,” “Regulations,” and issues forth “Permits,” “Licenses,” or any
other “Document” purporting to authorize the “Cultivation,” “Distribution,”
and “Sale” of “Marijuana” may subject themselves to a federal criminal action
of “aiding” and “abating” for committing criminal acts against the laws of
“The United States of America.” Since the hand out of that message, I have
located a “Memo” of a U.S. Attorney that is speaking for the “U.S. Justice
Department” explaining the “Policies” of the Department. As “U.S. Attorney,
Melinda Haag” is speaking for the “U.S. Justice Department,” her “Memo” must
be the “Policy” of “U.S. Attorney, Karen L. Loeffler” for the “District of Alaska.”

The "Haag Memo" was written on Feb. 1, 2011 from United States Attorney
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Melinda Haag (Northern District of California) to John A. Russo, Esq., Oakland
City Attorney, in response to an Oakland City Council request for guidance
regarding medical marijuana and federal law. The memo was written with
consultation and approval from U.S. Attorney General Eric Holder.

The "Haag Memo" clarifies the "Ogden Memo," which was written by former
Deputy Attorney General David W. Ogden on Oct. 19, 2009 for the Department
of Justice. The "Ogden Memo" seemed to indicate that the new Obama
administration would restrict federal prosecution of medical marijuana providers
in states that had medical marijuana laws. This was heralded by many as giving
them the green light to pursue medical marijuana activities, as long as they were
in compliance with state law.

The "Haag Memo" clears up that misconception with some very unambiguous
statements. The memo says clearly that the feds will not look the other way on
medical marijuana. The "Haag Memo" states very clearly that the feds will
continue to investigate, arrest and prosecute medical marijuana dispensaries in
every state "regardless of state laws."

In addition, the memo calls prosecuting medical marijuana dispensaries a "core
priority" for the feds.

According to the memo, medical marijuana commercial activity is still considered
by the Department of Justice to be "a violation of federal law regardless of state
laws permitting such activities."

The memo may be the cause of the increase in federal raids at medical
marijuana dispensaries. Only 4 days after the memo was issued, the DEA
raided 4 dispensaries in Oakland. The DEA raided more dispensaries in
California and Montana. They arrested dozens of people, and seized the assets
and bank accounts of several dispensaries.

The “Haag Memo” is attached to this message as a PDF File. This message will
be forwarded to the Members of the Alaska State Legislature and to the Alaska
Attorney General.

This message with the "Haag Memo" will also be made available for public
viewing on the Internet at:



Respectfully Submitted

Gordon Warren Epperly
P.O. Box 34358

Juneau, Alaska 99803
Tel: (907) 789-5659

http://www.usa-the-republic.com/marijuana.html

http://www.usa-the-republic.com/marijuana.html


Proof of Mailing

U.S. Attorney, Karen L. Loeffler

District of Alaska
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