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Executive Orders 

Executive Order 10867 -- Readiness of the United States District Court for 

the District of Alaska to assume the functions imposed upon it 

Source: The provisions of Executive Order 10867 of Feb. 20, 1960, appear at 25 FR 1584, 

3 CFR, 1959-1963 Comp., p. 401, unless otherwise noted. 

“WHEREAS the act of July 7, 1958, 72 Stat. 339, relating to the admission of the State of Alaska 

into the Union, provides that the United States District Court for the Territory of Alaska shall 

continue to function as theretofore for a period of three years after the effective date of that act, 

unless the President, by Executive order, shall sooner proclaim that the United States 

District Court for the District of Alaska, established in accordance with the provisions of 

that act, /1 is prepared to assume the functions imposed upon it; and 

“WHEREAS that act further provides that its provisions relating to the termination of 

the jurisdiction of the District Court for the Territory of Alaska, the continuation of suits, 

the succession of courts, and the satisfaction of the rights of litigants in suits before such courts 

shall not be effective until the expiration of the above-mentioned three-year period or until 

such Executive order is issued; and that the tenure of the judges, the United States Attorneys, 

Marshals, and other officers of the United States District Court for the Territory of Alaska shall 

terminate at such time as that court shall cease to function; and 

                                                           
1/  This is a statement that “Executive Order 10867” does not create nor establishes the United States District Court 

for the District of Alaska.  The “Section 18” of the “Alaska Statehood Act” does not create a “United States 
District Court” nor does it establish the jurisdiction for that “Court”: 

 
“SEC. 18. 
 
“The provisions of the preceding sections with respect to the termination of the Jurisdiction of 
the District Court for the Territory of Alaska, the continuation of suits, the succession of courts, and the 
satisfaction of rights of litigants in suits before such courts, shall not be effective until three years after 
the effective date of this Act, unless the President, by Executive order, shall sooner proclaim that 
the United States District Court for the District of Alaska, established in accordance with the provisions of 
this Act, is prepared to assume the functions imposed upon it. During such period of three years or until such 
Executive order is issued, the United States District Court for the Territory of Alaska shall continue to function 
as heretofore. The tenure of the judges, the United States attorneys, marshals, and other officers of 
the United States District Court for the Territory of Alaska shall terminate at such time as that court shall 
cease to function as provided in this section.” 
 

There are no “Sections” to be found within the “Alaska Statehood Act” nor any other enactment of laws that 
establishes a “United States District Court” for the “Judicial District of Alaska” nor are there any “Sections” of 
the “Alaska Statehood Act” (nor any other “Act” of the “U.S. Congress”) to be found that expressly grants 
any “Court” for the “Federal Judicial District of Alaska” with “U.S. Constitution, Article III Judicial Powers.”  
The “Alaska Statehood Act” does establish a “Federal Judicial District for Alaska” and makes references 
to a “United States District Court.” [see “Sections 6(i),” “12(d),” “12(e),” “13,” “15,” “16,” “17,” and “18.”]. 
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“WHEREAS, I have appointed, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, 

and commissioned the Honorable Walter N. Hodge to be United States District Judge for 

the District of Alaska, and he has taken his oath of office; and 

“WHEREAS Judge Hodge has appointed an acting United States Attorney, an acting 

United States Marshal, and other court officers; and 

“WHEREAS the United States District Court for the District of Alaska is now prepared to 

assume the functions imposed upon it: /2 

“NOW, THEREFORE, by virtue of the authority vested in me by section 18 of the said act of 

July 7, 1958, I hereby proclaim that the United States District Court for the District of Alaska 

is prepared to assume the functions imposed upon it. /2  Accordingly, the jurisdiction of 

the District Court for the Territory of Alaska and the tenure of the judges, the United States 

Attorneys, Marshals, and other officers of that court are now terminated.” 

 

                                                           
2/  This is a false statement for the “United States District Court” for the “Judicial District of Alaska” does not exist.  

Unlike the “Statehood Acts” of the sister “States” to “Alaska,” the “U.S. Congress” never established 
a “District Court” under “U.S. Constitution, Article III” nor ordained any “Judges” of such “District Court” 
with “U.S. Constitution, Article III Judicial Powers.” 


